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God is number one in the entire universe! He is the beginning and
the end, the alpha and the omega, the all in all. God is the
omnipresent omnipotent power and creator of all that is and the
creator of the physical laws that hold it all together.

| am asking you to read this book supporting “the Truth”, that you
should give Christ Jesus the preeminence in your life above all
things and above all people, even those closest to you. Why you
should do this is found in the pages of the Bible. This book will
present to you what the Bible says about the importance of Jesus
and the fact that He is number One above all throughout the whole
Universe. And though | have taught an Adult Sunday School class
for some 30 years and have some level of understanding of the
Bible, this book is not intended to become an intellectual defense of
the Bible; the Bible, God’s Holy Word, can defend itself. The Bible
has held up to tremendous intellectual scrutiny for many many
centuries. Many a skeptic, in attempts to debunk the Bible, have
found themselves convicted by it's Truth, altered forever by it's
power and truth to become believers themselves. For me, | say that
it is very clear that Jesus Christ is fully God (and fully man), and that
the earth and the whole Universe were created by Jesus Christ,
along with the physical laws that hold the Universe together.
Though we do not deserve it, nor have we earned it, our sins are
forgiven and Jesus, who allows us to be held blameless before God,
has reversed our fallen state. We were created in the image of
Christ Jesus and through Him we have earthly life, and by His blood
and sacrifice we have life everlasting.

Based on all this, you can draw only one conclusion and this book
presents it: Jesus Christ is number One in the Bible, number One
in the world, number One in the Universe and number One
throughout heaven! Four number ones! You must give Jesus the
preeminence in your life, that is, put Jesus first above all things and
all people; to do so will make you a better person, a better friend, a
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better husband or wife, a better parent, and a better Christian. This
is what the real meaning of being “a new creation” is...it is not just
some slogan passed around Christian circles. In the first creation,
God created man and said; “it is good”...we messed it up, and so
God provided a way back for us. When we put Jesus first by giving
our lives to Him, and letting Him into our hearts, dedicating our lives
to Him, we are then newly created again by God. God rejoices to
have us back in relationship with Him, and says, “It is good”. To
become a new creation is to hand over your life to the One that
gave you life everlasting, Jesus the Christ, and become “a child of
God” and a joint heir to the very Kingdom of God.

Amen!

Blessings to you,

Haven D. Mankin, author
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Coincidences! Do you believe in them? Just random events you
say? Merriam-Webster’'s Dictionary says a coincidence is the
occurrence of events that happen at the same time by accident but
seem to have some connection. Have you ever had a reoccurring
event that after you decided the event was in fact “reoccurring”, you
began to think that the event was trying to tell you something? Or
better yet, that God was trying to tell you something, and then you
started “listening”, watching and waiting for something else to
happen. You need something else to happen so you'll know...you'll
know that it is not a coincidence after all, but a word from on high.

Before | was a teenager, | had some amazing dreams! Some
started out in color and ended in black & white. Some were good
and some were bad. Some dreams came back over and over again;
one such reoccurring dream was patrticularly bazaar. This dream
happened so many times, and always ended up the same way with
me crashing my bike, that during the dream, | remembered my past
dreams of this dream and so, decided to have it end differently.
Nope, | still crashed my bike, but the point is that we do in have
reoccurring details and events in our lives; and it takes a while
before we realize the these events and details are in fact,
reoccurring and thus start to pay attention.

We all look to clocks to tell us what time it is, no big deal; clocks are
all around us and most of us don’t wish to be late for appointments,
SO we pay attention to them. For several years in my random
glances toward clocks, | kept seeing 11:11. It happened so often |
began to take note. Secondto 11:11, | often saw at a random
glance, 1:11, but not near the frequency | was seeing 11:11. | didn'’t
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seek it out, but 11:11 just kept appearing over and over again...and
again...and again. Was God trying to tell me something?

Of course, if God wants me to know something, He can speak to me
directly from the heavens for | am in good company: Abraham,
Moses, Noah, Elijah, Job, Jonah, Jeremiah, David, Samuel,
Solomon, and Ananias, all had direct conversations with God. But
no...something else is going on here...but will | notice and even
more importantly, will I understand? Was this reoccurring 11:11 a
test? Would | pay attention? How observant am I, really? Is my
focus on God or on me? Is it on God or on the world? Will | pawn
this off as some simple coincidence and go about my business
never to learn anything by it, or will | pay attention to “a sign™?

A sign...A sign? There we go again, talking about wanting to
receive a sign; I, for one, am tired of hearing people talk about
wanting to receive a sign. Oh | understand wanting to take “the easy
street”, no risk, no effort required until someone opens a door for
you, but this can dull a person. Passion for living and doing creative
things is found in serendipity. | know people that refuse to do
anything until they receive a sign; this isn’t passionate living. How
lazy they are! The Apostle Paul didn’t wait for a sign to go on his
missionary journeys; he just went, of course God did alter his path a
few times in the direction of those journeys but that was after Paul
had decided to go. Please allow me a slight diversion...Christian
discipleship is not about sitting around waiting for God to get around
to using you. No! The way it works is, you decide to do something
“you” think will please Jesus and if you are on the right track He will
bless the effort and empower you to do it. A pastor friend of mine,
Bill Hanna, told a story of a woman in his congregation that said,
“Pastor, | don't think | have the Holy Spirit within me...what must | do
to receive the Holy Spirit?” Bill asked the lady, what are you doing
for Jesus? The lady replied, “Nothing, I'm waiting to receive the
Holy Spirit.” Bill replied, “You don’t need the Holy Spirit, you're not
doing anything.”

Yes, there are signs all through the Bible. We see in Genesis
9:12+13 (LBCEV), His [God’s] rainbow was given as a sign of an
unconditional covenant. “The rainbow that | have put in the sky will
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be my sign to you and to every living creature on earth. It will
remind you that | will keep this promise forever.” And in Isaiah 7:14
(NIV), the Bible tells us, “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a
sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will
call Him Immanuel.” (Immanuel = God is with us).

Hey, Mary received a sign, a thirteen-year-old girl; why, if she can
receive a sign then surely I...a mighty adult Sunday School Class
teacher for thirty years...also deserve a sign after all.

What baloney, no one “deserves” a sign; maybe you can be
“blessed” with a sign by the grace of God, but neither you nor |
“deserve” a sign...no matter what. | could teach for another 30 years
and still have no right to a sign from God; what arrogance to think
you do. But still, I just could not help but think, how could 11:11 be a
sign for me? What does it mean anyway? There | go again, wanting
a sign; | must be lazy! Please God, just go-ahead and tell me “it's a
sign” so | don’t have to question myself, or work at anything, or
maybe even go along with that dreaded phrase...”just have faith”.
Come on, slap me around, You can get my attention. After all,
doesn’t everybody just want good old basic “personal assurance”?

Okay, I give, you win Lord...I believe this seemingly constant
presentation of 11:11 on all my digital clocks...even on my
Harley...is nothing more than what I'll call “a focusing icon”. T'll
discuss focusing icons more in chapter four, but for now, focus on
what? Nothing but questions! Three college degrees and | don’t
know which end is up...but you know...God has got me to thinking,
and that “ain’t bad™

Jesus said to come to Him as these little children; what does that
mean? How do little children believe? Simply. It is we adults that
try to analyze things to death, picking apart every aspect, adding in
our own agendas, bias and misconceptions, researching the life out
of things, and trying to explain every detail. First of all, God cannot
be understood, analyzed or explained; would we want a God that
could be? How limited that would be! A God limited by my
understanding could hardly create the whole universe or save my
soul by forgiving my sins. A deity based on my learned imagination
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and description would not be...well...God. | believe in a God far
more superior to all the limitations (no matter how great they are)
that any human understanding would impose. This is believing as
the little children...to believe without NEEDING anything else.

When | see 11:11, | am reminded that Christ Jesus is number One
in my life, number One in the world, number One in the Universe,
and number One in heaven; four number ones...11:11. He is the
beginning and the end, the alpha and the omega, the all in all. God
is the omnipresent omnipotent power and creator of all that is.

Let’s take a look at these “four number ones”

1. Jesus is number one in my life because | choose to make it
that way; | choose to make Him number one. Your priorities
are of your own making; you choose what they are, and you
are the one that gives those priorities power over any other
things in your life. Nobody sets your priorities but you.

2. Jesus is number one in the world because He is the Savior of
the world. Jesus died for the atonement of all people; those
who believe in Him and those who reject Him. Jesus bore the
total tragic sin of “Fallen Man” so that all people have access
to God; this was done for you...period. But for you to be
received in Glory, you must accept this fact that Jesus is your
personal Savior.

3. Jesus is number one in the Universe because He created the
Universe. One who creates, owns the creation.

4. Jesus in number one in heaven because all heavenly beings
worship Him and bow down to Him, and say that “Jesus is
Lord”.

I'll discuss in more detail who Jesus is next in Part 1A, and in
chapter two we’ll soon be able to answer the question, “Does the
Bible say Jesus is Number One?” So, you see...focusing on Jesus
is important and worthwhile. If 11:11 reminds me of the “four
number ones” and helps me to focus on Jesus, then the icon is
worth hanging on to. As we’ll see in chapter four, it is not the icon
itself that is important, but what it represents.
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I’'m reminded by seeing my “focusing icon” 11:11 that | place the
Lord Jesus Christ above all things in my life, including my own life.
The idea of 11:11 is fun. | actually get excited when | see it on my
digital clocks and on my office telephone display. Whatever I'm
doing at the time, | stop and focus on Jesus! | give Jesus the praise
and thanks for first loving me, for acting first in my life, for first
forgiving me before | can forgive myself, for first knowing me before
my Mom did at birth, and for first believing that | was worth dying for!
Seeing 11:11 helps me to focus on giving Jesus the preeminence in
my life and that is very exciting because Jesus is my Lord and
Savior.

Do you suppose there is more to this 11:11 than meets the eye?
You don’t know until you look, right?

| also began to think about 11:11; what else is cool about the
number 11? The eleventh month is, of course, November...| wonder
what has happened in world history on November 1119

Probably the most interesting was the ending World War I; check this
out. Atthe 11" hour on the 11" day of the 11" month, the “war to
end all wars” ended in 1918, a day we used to call “Armistice Day”.
This great First World War left 9 million soldiers dead and 21 million
wounded; it also created the death of 5 million civilians by resultant
problems in the form of disease, exposure and food shortages. On a
side note, history revisionists speak of the peace treaty to end World
War | in 1919, the Treaty of Versallles, as producing forced punitive
terms on Germany that laid groundwork for World War Il...what? |
seem to remember a crazy man named Hitler that twisted his country
around, produced controlling policies, sought to create the master
race, and arrogantly forced his violent agenda onto the people of
Europe. “Punitive terms on Germany”, what baloney! Why do
people want to blame themselves for the evil in others? That topic
will have to wait for another book...back to the 11" day of the 11™
month, 11:11.

What else happened on November 11"? Washington became our
42" state in 1889; Kate Smith first sings Irving Berlin’s “God Bless
America” in 1939; Brian Epstein and Ed Sullivan sign the Beatles to
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a 3-show contract in 1963; the great President Ronald Reagan
became the first US President to address Japan’s legislature in
1983; and the Church of England’s General Synod voted to ordain
women as priests in 1992, just to name a few events. The Reverend
Martin Luther King Sr. died in Atlanta at the age of 84 in 1984. Oh,
speaking of clergy, here is a historical story of interest; on November
11, 1831, Nat Turner, an educated minister of the gospel, was
hanged in Jerusalem, Virginia. He was a former slave that led a
violent revolt thinking God wanted him to free the slaves. During the
next 2 days Nat and 75 followers killed around 60 whites until
approximately 3,000 state militia stopped the largest slave revolt in
US history.

Just look at what you are learning in this little book! Now, I'll bet
you're wondering...who was born on November 11"? Well, among
the millions, we have Henry IV, the Roman Emperor in 1050; “Old
Blood & Guts” General George S. Patton in 1885; Mafia gangster
Charles “Lucky” Luciano in 1896; football quarterback, the great
Vinnie Testaverde in 1963; and the crazy actor Leonardo DiCaprio in
1974.

Of course, none of this “fun stuff” really is to the point of this book; I
only provide it here to make you think about the number, the icon,
11:11, a little more. Seeing these 11:11 events doesn’t help me to
focus on giving Jesus Christ the preeminence in my life, but you’ll
have to admit, it was a fun little diversion. Certainly a more
worthwhile adventure would be to ask what does the Bible say about
my 11:11 icon; that is, what does the Bible say about Jesus being
number one in my life and yours? That presentation is coming up in
chapter two, but first things first...maybe you don’t know Jesus. You
just might be wondering...what the big deal about Jesus is anyway.
Some will say He was just a good man, a good teacher, a good
Rabi, a carpenter’s son. Some will question His very existence.
Some will ask the question, “Is Jesus really God?” We had better
find out the answer to these questions before we go much further.
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IS JESUS REALLY GOD?

We Christians are accused of being narrow-minded because we
assert there is no other way to get to God than through Jesus Christ.
Narrow-minded? No, we simply believe people who say Jesus is
not the Christ are liars, plain and simple. The Bible says so in 1
John 2:22 (LBCEV), “And a liar is anyone who says that Jesus isn’t
truly Christ.” This is a hard stance to take these days when
everyone around you says “can’t we just all get along?” Every
religion is the same; we all need to be together...one community.
Again, way should | water-down my faith to include false teachings
just so someone who is already “off track” will like me? Jesus said,
“If the people of this world hate you, just remember that they hated
Me first. If you belonged to the world, its people would love you.
But you don’t belong to the world. | have chosen you to leave the
world behind, and that is why its people hate you.” (John 17:18+19
LBCEV). We Christians are also ridiculed for extending our belief in
Jesus Christ to include the fact that Jesus is really fully God in the
Trinity.

To look at this question: Is Jesus really God?, let’s look into the
Scriptures for some help. These Scriptures have stood the test of
intellectual microscopes and scrutiny; they have withstood many
difficult but solid translations, and they have withstood the test of
time over five thousand years to become solid Christian Orthodoxy,
written by the Holy Spirit, part of the Godhead in the Trinity.

He [Jesus] existed before Abraham (John 8:58)

He [Jesus] was equal with the Father (John 5:17, 18)
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Jesus claimed the ability to forgive sins (Mark 2:5-7), which the
Bible teaches was something that God alone could do (Isaiah 43:25)

The New Testament equated Jesus as the creator of the universe
(John 1:3)

He [Jesus] is the one who holds everything together (Colossians
1:17)

The apostle Paul says that God was manifest in the flesh (I Timothy
3:16, KJV)

John the Evangelist says, “the Word was God” (John 1:1)

Not only did His friends notice that He claimed to be God, but so did
His enemies as well. There may be some doubt today among the
skeptics who refuse to examine the evidence, but there was no
doubt on the part of the Jewish authorities when Jesus walked this
earth.

When Jesus asked them why they wanted to stone Him, they
replied, “For a good work we do not stone You, but for blasphemy;
and because You, being a man, make Yourself out to be God” (John
10:33, NASB). The religious leaders talked to Him face to face,
looked into His eyes, saw His manner and the way He handled
Himself...a lot more intimate and direct of an encounter than you or |
have had...and they believed that He believed His claim that He was
indeed God incarnate...so much that it scared them to death. They
felt threatened that they would lose position in society. As a self
indulged religious leader thinking more of your own position than
actually seeing the longed for Messiah standing before you, you
simply cannot allow a transient minister to gain a foothold in “your
city”.

Yes, Jesus claimed to be God. ~ Why should anyone believe it?
After all, merely claiming to be something does not make it true.
Where’s the evidence that Jesus is God?
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The Bible gives various reasons, including miracles and fulfilled
prophecy, that are intended to convince us that Jesus is the one
whom He said He was (John 20:30, 31). The main reason, or the
sign which Jesus Himself said would demonstrate that He was the
Son of God, was His resurrection from the dead.

Anyone wishing to refute the case for Christianity must explain away
the story of the resurrection. Therefore, according to the Bible,
Jesus proves to be the Son of God by coming back from the dead
(Romans 1:4). The evidence is overwhelming that Jesus did rise
from the grave, and it is this fact that proves Jesus to be God.

Roughly 500 people saw Jesus resurrected... they were
eyewitnesses! What else do you need? Come to Jesus as a
child believing in Him, for He is the Way, the Trut  h, and the Life!
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We all have a tendency to say things, mainly because we believe
they are true, and launch into various arguments to defend or
support that belief. How many times have you realized that what
you thought was the truth actually turned out to be a half-truth or
worse, untrue all together? | have asked you to read this book
supporting “the truth” that you should give Christ Jesus preeminence
in your life above all things and above all people, even those closest
to you. Maybe we should look to see what the Bible says about the
importance of Jesus and if in fact He is indeed number One above
all through the whole Universe. Let’s see if what | am presenting to
you is indeed the Truth. Read all the text (not just the underlined
portions); at the end of the Bible verses | will be asking you to
participate in an exercise involving the underlined portions.

“In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at
many times and in various ways, but in these last days He [God] has
spoken to us by His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, and
through whom He made the universe. The Son is the radiance of
God's glory and the exact representation of His being, sustaining all
things by His powerful word. After He [Jesus] had provided
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purification for sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in
heaven.” (Hebrews 1:1-3 NIV)

“But what about you? He [Jesus] asked, Who do you say | am?”
Simon Peter answered, You are the Christ, the Son of the living
God.” (Matthews 16:15-16 NIV)

“He [Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all
creation. For by Him all things were created: things in heaven and
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rules or
authorities; all things were created by Him and for Him. He is before
all things, and in Him all things hold together. And He is the head of
the body, the church; He is the beginning and the firstborn from
among the dead, so that in everything He might have the
supremacy. For God was pleased to have all His fullness dwell in
Him, and through Him to reconcile to Himself all things, whether
things on earth or things to heaven, by making peace through His
blood, shed on the cross.” (Colossians 1:15-20 NIV)

“They [Israel’s forefathers] all ate the same spiritual food and drank
the same spiritual drink; for they drank from the spiritual rock that
accompanied them [as they crossed the wilderness in the Exodus],
and that rock was Christ.” (1 Corinthians 10:3-4 NIV)

“Christ was truly God. But He did not try to remain equal with God.
Instead He gave up everything and became a slave, when He
became like one of us. Christ was humble. He obeyed God and
even died on a cross. Then God gave Christ the highest place and
honored His name above all others.” (Philippians 2:6-9 LBCEV)

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. He [Jesus] was with God in the beginning.
Through Him all things were made; without Him nothing was made
that has been made. In Him was life, and that life was the light of
men.” (John 1:1-4 NIV)

“He was in the world, and though the world was made through Him
[Jesus], the world did not recognize Him.” (John 1:10 NIV)
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“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We
have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from
the Father, full of grace and truth.” (John 1:14 NIV) pre-incarnate
Jesus, the Logos, the Word, became flesh and walked this earth;
many thousands participated in His ministry and hundreds were eye-
witnesses to His resurrection...to reject Jesus is purely your own
fabrication.

“For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came
through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God, but God the One
and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made Him known.” (John
1:17-18 NIV)

“Theirs [Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and his sons] are the patriarchs, and
from them is traced the human ancestry of Christ, who is God over
all, forever praised! Amen.” (Romans 9:5 NIV)

“Jesus Christ never changes! He is the same yesterday, today and
forever.” (Hebrews 13:8 LBCEV)

There are surely many verses that | have left out, but you have the
idea | presenting, don’t you? You can clearly see what the bible is
saying about who this Jesus really is.

As we read above, John 1:1 and 14 clearly say Jesus Christ is the
Incarnate Word of God, and we see God'’s Truth revealed in Jesus.
“For the Word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-
edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and
marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.” (Hebrews
4:12 NIV)

We see Jesus present at the creation of the earth, the Universe and
of the first man. In Genesis 1, we see the plural name for God,
Elohim, used and plural forms of other words. The Trinity, God, the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit is creating. “Then God said,
Let us make man, in our image, in our likeness,” (Genesis 1:26 NIV).
The pre-incarnate Jesus created you in His likeness! If that isn’t
worth dedicating your life to Him and making Him number one in
your life, then | don’t know what is.
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Let’s take things another step.

Hagar, the Egyptian maidservant of Sarai, Abram’s wife, is visited by
“the angel of the Lord”, who announced her pregnancy with Ishmael.
Hagar called the angel of the Lord, God...God in the form of an
angel (Genesis 16:13). Another event, Moses and the burning bush
might support this. The angel of the Lord appeared to Moses
(Exodus 3:2) in the flames of the burning bush; then in just 2 verses
we read that God called Moses from the burning bush (Exodus 3:4).
There are many more places where the angel of the Lord reveals
Himself leading many a scholar to say the angel is the Lord Himself.
Now comes Jesus as He is talking to the Jews about God and
Abraham says “Though you [the Jews] do not know Him [God], |
know Him [God].” (John 8:55 NIV). Then Jesus went on to say
“before Abraham was born, | am!” (John 8:58 NIV). Jesus is
claiming to be “Lord”. Could it be that every occasion where “the
angel of the Lord” appeared throughout the Old Testament, that it
was Jesus the Christ?

Though | have taught an Adult Sunday School class for some 30
years and having some level of understanding of the Bible, the book
you are reading is not intended to become a intellectual defense of
the Bible; the Bible, God’s Holy Word, can defend itself. The Bible
has held up to tremendous intellectual scrutiny for many many
centuries. Many a skeptic, in attempts to debunk the Bible, have
found themselves convicted by it's Truth, altered forever by it's
power and truth to become believers themselves.

Please go back through the above underlined Bible verses in this
Chapter and reread those underlined portions two times. The first
time, read the underlined portions quickly, running from one to
another, quickly so that it all melts together; now reread again, slow
this time, concentrating on each word, slowly, let there be some time
for God to talk back to you...listen...what is God is saying to you as
you reread these underlined portions?

You should be able to now answer the original question for yourself;
does the Bible say Jesus is number One? For me, | say that it is
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very clear that Jesus Christ is fully God (and fully man), and that the
earth and the whole Universe were created by Jesus Christ, along
with the physical laws that hold the Universe together. Though we
do not deserve it nor have we earned it, our sins and fallen state
have been reversed by Jesus, which allows us to be held blameless
before God. We were created in the image of Christ Jesus and
through Him we have earthly life, and by His blood and sacrifice and
conquering death himself, we will have life everlasting.

In the book of James, chapter 4 verse 14 we see James, the brother
of Jesus, asking: What is your life? And then answering, you are a
mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. A mist! You
and | are a mist! A mistisn’'t much. A mist doesn’t last long in the
hot Oklahoma summer sun! That's it? Are you feeling of no
consequence...not so fast...let's read Psalm 56:8 (LBCEV) “You
[God] have kept record of my days of wandering. You have stored
my tears in Your bottle and counted each of them.” Wait a minute,
let’s get things straight here...I’'m nothing but a mist and yet God
cares enough about me as an individual to count each and everyone
of my tears? How can this be? There is only one answer for this
one...God really really loves me! I'm a child of God and thus I'm of
tremendous value to God.

Based on all this, you can draw only one conclusion; Jesus Christ is
number One in the Bible, in the world, in the Universe and
throughout heaven! You must give Jesus the preeminence in your
life, that is, put Jesus first above all things and all people; this is
what the real meaning of being “a new creation” is...it is not just
some slogan passed around Christian circles. To become a new
creation is to hand over your life to the One that gave you life
everlasting, Jesus the Christ, and become “a child of God”, a joint
heir to the very Kingdom of God.

“The Lord and the Spirit are one and the same, and the Lord’s Spirit
sets us free. So our faces are not covered. They show the bright
glory of the Lord, as the Lord’s Spirit makes us more and more like
our glorious Lord.” (2 Corinthians 3:17+18 LBCEV)

Copyright owned by Haven Mankin, author
Page 18 of 46
November 14, 2007



Giving Jesus the preeminence in your life, how can there be any
other response once you realize this Truth?

All of this is energized afresh within me when | see 11:11 on my
digital clocks. | don’t worship the number...the number on the clock
is nothing more than a reminder, like tying a string around your
finger to remind yourself of something to be done. No, | am
reminded that Christ Jesus is number One in my life, number One in
the world, number One in the Universe, and number One in heaven;
four number ones...11:11.
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# o 3%

This is an exercise of collecting all Bible verses that are numbered
11 that occur in a Bible book with a chapter 11. | did not have a clue
of what could be found by this effort; | simply thought it might be
interesting to see what the exercise would produce. | was open to
anything as an outcome; after all, | didn’t know what to expect at the
beginning...good or bad, at the end of the exercise, | would
definitely know more than when | started. This experiment is what it
is; there are no alterations, or forced outcomes. | didn’t know until
the end of this little endeavor whether or not there would be anything
worthy to present to you.

Check out the outcome text at the end of this collection of verse to
see the real eye-opener | discovered!

All the Bible references in this chapter come from the Learning Bible
Contemporary English Version (LBCEV). The verse text is in black,
with my additional commentary follows in red text.

Old Testament Books

Genesis 11:11 (10-11)

Two years after the flood, when Shem was one hundred, he had a
son named Arpachshad. He had more children and died at the age
of six hundred. This is a list of his descendants. This traces the
genealogy to Terah, the father of Abraham. Thus the historical
record narrows from the human race to one branch of that race (the
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Semites) and then to one man (Abram ), who becomes the head of
the Hebrew nation. The rest of the OT is largely a history of this
nation.

Exodus, no verse 11:11

Leviticus 11:11 (9-12)

You may eat anything that lives in water and has fins and scales.
But it would be disgusting for you to eat anything else that lives in
water, and you must not even touch their dead bodies. Eating clean
verses unclean sea creatures. A clean fish was one that had both
fins and scales . Fish such as mackerel, eels, and shellfish were
unclean. Scales are often taken to picture the Christian’s armor,
protecting him in a hostile world, while the fins typify the divine
power which enables him to navigate through the world without
being overcome by it.

Numbers 11:11

He prayed: | am your servant, Lord, so why are you doing this to
me? What have | done to deserve this? You've made me
responsible for all these people. Moses is leading the people from
Sinai to Moab, while in the desert they started grumbling about
being hungry and not having any meat.

Deuteronomy 11:11

But the hills and valleys in the Promised Land are watered by rain
from heaven. God provided rain to water their crops in the Promised
Land, while Egypt had little rain and had to get water from the Nile
River. Egypt was a barren land made fruitful by irrigation, but the
Promised Land enjoyed the special favor of the God of nature (vv.
11, 12). Abundant rain and plentiful harvests would be the reward of
obedience (vv. 13-15), but forgetfulness of God or idolatry would be
followed by drought and barrenness.

Joshua 11:11
And everyone else, then they set the town on fire. Joshua and
Israel killed King Jabin of Hazor, a powerful king and noted enemy
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of Israel, and set the town on fire because they had rallied other
Canaanite kings to attack Israel. Joshua, working on orders from
God, defeated all the armies.

Judges 11:11

So Jephthah went back to Mizpah with the leaders of Gilead. The
people of Gilead gathered at the place of worship and made
Jephthah their ruler. Jephthah also made promises to them.
Jephthah, a son of a prostitute and a military hero, was appointed by
God was a special leader for 6 years. He defeated Ephraim’s 42,000
man army at the Jordon River.

Ruth, no verse 11:11

| Samuel 11:11

The next day, Saul divided his army into three groups and attacked
before daylight. They started killing Ammonites and kept it up until
afternoon. A few Ammonites managed to escape, but they were
scattered far from each other. Before Saul is King, he rescues
Jabesh in Gilead and gives the credit to God.

Il Samuel 11:11

Uriah answered, “The sacred chest and the armies of Israel and
Judah are camping out somewhere in the fields with our commander
Joab and his officers and troops. Do you really think | would go
home to eat and drink and sleep with my wife? | swear by your life
that | would not!” The sacred chest contained the Ten
Commandments and it was how the Lord traveled with them into
battles, etc. Uriah was an honorable man, if his troops were in the
field and couldn’t be at home, then he also was not going to take the
pleasures of being home.

I Kings 11:11

He [the Lord] said to Solomon: You did what you wanted and not
what | told you to do. Now I'm going to take your kingdom from you
and give it to one of your officials. Because David was Solomon’s
father, the Lord waited and took the kingdom from Solomon’s son
when he became king.
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Il Kings 11:11

Then they [the commanders following Jehoiada, the High Priest]
gave the weapons [that had belonged to King David] to their guards,
who took their positions around the temple and the altar to protect
Joash [king of Judah] on every side.

1 Chronicles 11:11

The first of these warriors was Jashobeam the son of Hachmoni, the
leader of the Three Warriors. In one battle he killed three hundred
men with his spear. A leader of a select of warriors (3 or 30) to
protect King David and keep his Kingdom strong.

2 Chronicles 11:11

He Rehoboam in fortifying the cities of Judah assigned an army
commander to each of them and stocked them with supplies of food,
olive oil, and wine.

Ezra, no verse 11:11

Nehemiah 11:11

The second priest to settle there Jerusalem, to rebuild it after the
Exile was Seraiah son of Hilkiah. His ancestors were Meshullam,
Zadok, Meraioth, and Ahitub, who had been a high priest.

Esther, no verse 11:11

Job 11:11
God has the wisdom to know when someone is worthless and sinful.

Psalms, no verse 11:11

Proverbs 11:11

When God blesses his people, their city prospers, but deceitful liars
can destroy a city. Those who live right and obey the Lord cause
the whole community to be blessed.

Ecclesiastes, no verse 11:11

Isaiah 11:11
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When that day comes, the Lord will again reach out his mighty arm
and bring home his people people ran away from Israel and Judah
during Assyria’s 701 BC invasion and many were deported to
Babylon between 596 and 586 BC who have survived in Assyria,
Egypt, Pathros, Ethiopia, Elam, Shinar, Hamath, and the land along
the coast.

Jeremiah 11:11

Here is what I've decided to do. Since Judah has broken the Lord’s
agreement, same as their ancestors did. | will bring suffering on the
people of Judah and Jerusalem, and no one will escape. They will
beg me to help, but | won't listen to their prayers.

Lamentations, no verse 11:11

Ezekiel 11:11

You leaders claim to be meat in a cooking pot, but you won't be
protected by this city. No, you will die at the border of Israel. The
Lord’s glory leaves the Temple and Ezekiel condemns Jerusalem’s
wicked leaders.

Daniel 11:11

God’s angel describes the conflict between Persia and the Greeks.
The northern king will put together a large army and move south.
But this will make the king of the south Ptolemy IV Philopator 221-
203 BC angry, and he will defeat this large army from the north
Antiochus IIl king of the north, defeated at Raphia.

Hosea 11:11

They will come back, fluttering like birds from Egypt or like doves
from Assyria. Then | will bring them back to their homes. 1, the
Lord, have spoken! The Lord will not let Israel to be punished
forever; they will return to Canaan.

Joel, no verse 11:11
Amos, no verse 11:11

Obadiah, no verse 11:11
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Jonah, no verse 11:11
Micah, no verse 11:11
Nahum, no verse 11:11
Habakkuk, no verse 11:11

Zephaniah, no verse 11:11
Haggai, no verse 11:11

Zechariah 11:11

The sheep dealers who saw me knew right away that this was a
message from the Lord. God wanted the people to have unity and
show mercy with each other, but also unity between the people and
God and God would show mercy, but this isn’t to be due to the
worthless shepherds of the people.

Malachi, no verse 11:11

New Testament Books

Matthew 11:11

Jesus answered, “If you had a sheep that fell into a ditch on the
Sabbath, wouldn't you lift it out?” The Pharisees were after Jesus,
trying to catch Him in breaking the Law; they worked hard to bring
any kind of charge against Him. Jesus was saying things they didn’t
like and doing things they couldn’t do like in this case. Knowing they
were trying to trap Him by asking if it was right to heal on the
Sabbath; after all, healing was considered work and you were not to
work on the Sabbath. So, Jesus made the reply above and then
proceeded to heal the crippled hand. The Pharisees left the area
and started making plans to kill Jesus...so course they also had a
law that said thou shall not murder.

Mark 11:11
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After Jesus had gone to Jerusalem, he went into the temple and
looked around at everything. But since it was already late in the day,
he went back to Bethany with the twelve disciples. Under the
leadership of Herod the Great, the temple construction started in 20
B.C. on the very site of King Solomon’s temple some 900 years
earlier. In Jesus’ day, the construction continued and so we see
Jesus inspecting the construction work in this passage. He was
probably reflecting on His own prophecy that the temple in
Jerusalem would be destroyed. This, of course, became true in 70
A.D. when the Romans captured Jerusalem and destroyed the
temple.

Luke 11:11

Which one of you fathers would give your hungry child a snake if the
child asked for a fish? Jesus’ question came at a time where he
was teaching about prayer and being a follower of God. In this
case, He was saying that as bad as the people are, they know what
the right thing is to give to their children. So how much more does
God who is perfect know what to give those who Him.

John 11:11

Then he told them, “Our friend Lazarus is asleep, and | am going
there to wake him up.” Jesus knew that His friend Lazarus was
already dead, but note this text...Jesus gives death no power to Kill
and knowing later about Jesus conquering death by His
resurrection, we see that with Jesus there is no final death, just a
passing from one life to the next.

Acts 11:11

Suddenly three men from Caesarea stood in front of the house
where | was staying. These three men, sent by Captain Cornelius, a
Roman Centurion, wanted to hear what Simon Peter was saying
about the Gentiles, for it was against the Law for Jews to associate
with Gentiles because they were considered unclean. Peter had just
had a vision where God showed him that no one should be
considered unclean.

Romans 11:11
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Do | mean that the people of Israel fell, never to get up again?
Certainly not! Their failure made it possible for the Gentiles to be
saved, and this will make the people of Israel jealous. Paul is saying
that God has not rejected the Jews, His people Israel, but that God
also wants the Gentiles to be saved.

1 Corinthians 11:11

As far as the Lord is concerned, men and women need each other.
Paul was dealing with the rules around worship and what was
expected from the men and from the women. At this time, women
speaking in a worship service could be disruptive. Paul simply was
saying men and women need each other, plain and simple.

2 Corinthians 11:11

And it isn’t because | don't love you. God Himself knows how much
I do love you. Paul was under attack from false teachers and
prophets; they were spreading lies about Paul to the church in
Corinth. Because they were struggling to make ends meet, other
churches supported Paul and so he did not ask the church in Corinth
for support. Others turned this grand jester of caring and
compassion from Paul into a lie that Paul did not care for the Corinth
church congregation.

Galatians, no verse 11:11

Ephesians, no verse 11:11
Philippians, no verse 11:11
Colossians, no verse 11:11

1 Thessalonians, no verse 11:11
2 Thessalonians, no verse 11:11
1 Timothy, no verse 11:11

2 Timothy, no verse 11:11

Titus, no verse 11:11
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Philemon, no verse 11:11

Hebrews 11:11

Even when Sarah was too old to have children, she had faith that
God would do what he had promised, and she had a son. The writer
of Hebrews does a great job summarizing the whole history of God’s
People in Chapter 11. Abraham and Sarah were promised to have
children but they were both getting too old. Even with this
disappointment, they remained faithful. This text shows that God
follows through on His promises, but on His timing, not ours.

James, no verse 11:11

1 Peter, no verse 11:11
2 Peter, no verse 11:11
1 John, no verse 11:11

2 John, no verse 11:11
3 John, no verse 11:11
Jude, no verse 11:11

Revelation 11:11

But three and a half days later, God will breathe life into their bodies.
They will stand up, and everyone who sees them will be terrified.
The Lord has two extremely powerful withesses that stand beside
Him as He rules the earth. These witnesses have the power to lock
up the sky itself and turn water into blood. In Revelation during the
time of the 7 trumpets announcing the beginning of several severe
punishments, this being the second horrible thing, these two
witnesses preach for 1,260 days, at which time God’s enemy “the
beast” will come out of the earth’s pit and fight against these
witnesses, and the beast will win. The bodies of the two witnesses
will be left exposed in the streets of Jerusalem for 3 and a half days
while the peoples of the whole earth celebrate because they thought
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these two witnesses caused them much trouble. After this verse,
the witnesses are taken up to heaven, one tenth of Jerusalem is
destroyed by earthquake and 7,000 people are killed.

So, what have we learned by this exercise?

This exercise of collecting all chapter 11 verses that are numbered
11 could have resulted in simply a collection of Bible verses that
were unrelated except for the fact they were all in the Bible, or it
could have resulted in a mystical God-directed message hidden
from normal view like the often debated end of a Beatles’ LP
recording. Who was the walrus anyway?

Though compelled by the Holy Spirit, | did not have a clue of the
outcome from this effort, but when you feel led by the Holy Spirit you
had better pay attention and move forward. At first, | simply thought
it might be interesting to see what the exercise would produce,
actually expecting nothing would reveal itself as any integrated
message of value to include within the pages of this book. However,
anytime you study the Bible, the Word of God, something is going to
be revealed. Whether my effort bore fruit for this book or not was
now not the driving force, | was now listening to the Spirit and
moving forward on my own journey. The decision to leave my
findings in the book or press the delete key didn’t matter any longer.

| jumped in with both feet pulling out every verse number 11 in the
Bible that was found in any book with a chapter 11. So, upon review
of the previous listing of “11:11” Bible verses, in order from Genesis
through Revelation, what is the outcome?

| believe we actually have revealed to us, in this 11:11 exercise, the
whole Biblical story in summary form, all in order from Genesis
through Revelation, see if you agree:

The 11:11 Bible Summary

Beginning with Abram, we see the start of the Hebrew nation, and
there is teaching as to how to eat and stay clean. We see Moses
become their leader and life-giving water comes from God. God
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further supports His people by helping the Hebrew leaders defeat
Israel’'s enemies. Then these various leaders tend to fall short in
following God’s commands and instructions, and in-fighting of the
people takes their minds off God. God then has to get the attention
of the people by implementing various forms of punishment in order
to get them to re-focus back on God and re-engage overall unity.
[End of the Old Testament] Now comes Jesus Christ, God Himself,
because nothing else is working to bring the people back to the
original “God created Garden of Eden relationships”; Jesus shows
us the way through grace and love instead of punishments. God
temporally blinds the Jews to bring in the Gentiles into God’s chosen
family, thus expanding the original Hebrew nation. Now that we
have a larger family, God tells us that we need each other, and that
we should love one another as He loves us. God’s ultimate plan of
salvation and relationship restoration will be realized, no matter what
power sets out to defeat it. [End of the New Testament]

How about that...a real eye-opener...simply pull out every verse 11
in a Bible book that happens to have a chapter 11, and we end up
with a short concise summary of the whole Biblical story from
beginning to end. Very cool!
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Whether your icon is 11:11 or WWJD or even the cross around your
neck, or some other icon, if it helps to focus you on Jesus Christ then
it's not a bad thing. The problem arises when we place too much
emphasis on the object at the expense of a personal relationship
with our Lord Jesus.

We are told in the Ten Commandments to not make any idols nor
worship any idols. Don’t ever allow your “focusing icon” to be your
focus! Your “focusing icon” is to draw attention to (focus on)
someone or something else.

Everyone uses icons, some would call them “logos”. Basically, an
icon is “an image” or a “pictorial representation” according to
Webster. Corporations and organizations use these images all the
time to identify the group. Such as this famous one,

no matter the language, you see this and you know

what it is. Hamburger anyone?

If you wear the image or place the image on your

property, it identifies that you too are part of that

group. Early in history icons were presenting

religious images (Biblical stories); finding them placed in stained
glass windows way before most people could read. If fact, series of
these types of images were used to tell whole Biblical Stories to the
people precisely because they could not read and so getting many
large windows became a major architectural and structural feat in
those heavy stone buildings. They needed to tell the stories with the
windows in order to take advantage of daylight to overcome
difficulties with illumination of the glass surfaces. The Eastern
Orthodox Christians have elevated these iconic images to become
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exquisite artwork with real craftsmen, iconographers, making whole
careers in their production due to the extremely delicate details, all
of which have a great deal of meaning.

Religious organizations, like secular groups, use iconic images to
establish the location & participation in the various groups. Since
the beginning of wars, it was necessary to establish “your guys”,
after all, you can’t afford to take out your own troops by
mistake...insignias, badge icons, were used to establish the groups
on the battlefield. One of the problems with the cowardness of
terrorist is that they have no uniforms or insignias (or country for that
matter)...save for a flag once in a while, it is hard to tell the
individual combatants from the peaceful citizenry.

The United Methodist Church has the Cross and Flame. L
-
‘1

The Disciples of Christ Christian Church has the Chalice
with the Saint Andrews’ Cross on the side.

Judaism has the Star of David, ...and so it goes.

None of this information is necessarily new to you, but it is important
to “set the stage”, to get you to thinking about it as we look at icons.

So these icons establish the location of a group and the participants
of the group; they also “remind” us of the group itself.
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What group are these guys with?

Could it be the same group this vehicle is with?

Often we may find ourselves reminded of a past disaster when we
ourselves found caring and compassion from strangers at a time of
need...now a simple icon floods our minds with the sights, sounds
and smells out of the past. What power is in these ﬁ
“focusing icons”. How about when you see this w N
badge representing another special group? Do you -

automatically think “Firefighters™? And then you
may think of a time when you required help from

those at the firehouse. You might even recall the firefighters you
saw on TV when the World Trade Center Towers were destroyed by
foreign attack.
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When you see a person wearing
these bracelets: "What Would
Jesus Do”, you know that that
person thinks of Jesus and
hopefully is trying to “walk the
walk” of Christ Jesus. The bracelet
focuses them on Jesus; you have
but only to look at your hand to be
reminded.

The same holds true for
Christians that wear the
cross and in Judaism, a
person wearing the Star of
David ; we know what group
they belong to.

Now here is a little test to see if you are paying attention; what group
does the person wearing this jewelry belong to?

Speaking of crosses, as a little aside...I've always wondered about
seeing a captured murderer being led by police and wearing a cross
around his neck...haven't you?

What should be the reason to wear the cross around your neck or
wear a WWJD bracelet? It is to remind you, in the face of life’s
pressures and distractions, that you belong to “a Jesus group” or
that you are trying to walk in the footsteps of Jesus. A person mad
enough to pull the trigger on a gun should look down on his chest
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first, see the cross, and remember that Christ gave His life for you
AND the person you are mad at...and so...should you take that
other life that Jesus loves? WWJD is a reminder...don’t do as YOU
want to do, but do as Jesus would want you to do. This is putting
Jesus first in your life.

That brings us back to my “11:11”. As | have noted in Chapter One,
seeing the 11:11 on my digital clocks over and over again got me to
thinking. Not that Jesus was trying some “cute method of
communication”, why would He do that? But it got ME to thinking
about Jesus being number one in the Universe, that Jesus was first
in my life, and that | should give Christ Jesus the preeminence
above all other things as | try to “walk the walk”.

Thus 11:11 became an icon to produce remembrance in my life that
Jesus is above all things and first in all things! The purpose of this
book is to expand on that fact and share why others should likewise
look to Jesus, appreciate and accept His sacrifice,

and put Jesus first in their own lives. Part 5D of this

book will expand on what will happen when you put

Jesus first, above all things and all people...even

those closest to you.

Give Jesus the preeminence in your life and see the
universe open up...happy 11:11.
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IF I'M GOOD, GOD WILL LET ME INTO HEAVEN

In the early sixties, a song came out by J. Frank Wilson and the
Cavaliers, entitled “The Last Kiss.” The song is about a couple out
on a date that get into a car accident. The girl dies in her boyfriend’s
arms. He mourns her death singing:

“Oh, where, oh where, can my baby be,

The Lord took her away from me,

She’s gone to heaven so I've got to be good,
So | can see my baby when | leave this world.”

This song sums up the attitude of a lot of people. They think if they
can live a good life, if the good works they do outweigh the bad, then
they will have earned their way into heaven. The major world
religion, Islam, is steeped in this philosophy; in fact, it is actually
okay to do something bad as long as you can offset it by doing a
couple of good things. Just make sure your ledger tips toward the
positive, good side before you die.

This kind of thinking is all about “yourself”; this is “me” thinking and it
is killing our world. It deals with questions like:
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What can | get out of this relationship?

| am not satisfied with this relationship.

| want to do what | want to do.

This relationship is holding me back.

As long as it doesn’t hurt anyone, | can do what | want.
| want out.

I’m not happy.

| want, | want, | want, | want...
Wrong! Wrong! Wrong! Wrong!

Where is the “relationship” in this type of “me thinking”? What if
Jesus refused to go to the cross on our behalf? Oh, you don’t think
that was possible? Go back and read your Bible. God took a big
gamble with His Son in this area. There would be no love between
Father and Son if there were no option on the table. Jesus would
have been a prisoner, a captive puppet if there were no option to not
go to the cross. To have “love” is to also allow “free-will” to make
decisions on what you will and will not do; God showed this love to
Adam & Eve in the Garden of Eden, but then that's a whole other
story. Jesus fervently said in the Garden of Gethsemane, “Father,
take this cup away from me!” Part of the amazing sacrifice of Christ
Jesus is that He did not want to go through with it!

First of all, think about what we Christians believe, namely, that
Jesus Christ was “fully God and fully man”. To put more emphasis
on “the God” side over “the man” side or vice-versa is to do much
damage to the real Truth (with a capital “T”) in who Christ Jesus
really is. The duality of Jesus is hard for most to understand, and let
me make this perfectly clear...nobody fully understands this
duality...”for we know in part and we prophesy in part” (1 Cor. 13:9
NIV).

The “fully man” part did NOT want to go to the cross; a most awful

form of execution, who would ever “want” to do this? To reduce the
“man part” and inflate the “God part” is to diminish His sacrifice! He
had fear, real fear, just go and re-read how He prayed in the Garden
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and what He said about His support group that couldn’t even stay
awake with Him through this turmoil. There is a reason we talk
about the passion of Christ. It was, in fact, the immeasurable love
Jesus has for us, and His will to do what the Father wanted Him to
do, that allowed Him to overcome His fear and get beyond it.

So we see Jesus Himself getting past His own “me” thinking and
look beyond to true relationship. Jesus put God the Father first, and
so Jesus put us first, so how are we now going to respond? Will we
then respond by putting Jesus first in our own lives? After all, we
are talking about saving us from tragic sin, moral sin, and our own
separation darkness of relationship. Jesus who was without sin,
took our sins upon Himself so that God could look upon us again,
and allow those of us accepting Christ as Savior to get back to
walking with the Lord in the Garden as was the original plan.

This gift from God is something we did not earn, did not buy, nor did
we even have a right to it; it is freely given to those who will accept
it. This is called “salvation”. The response on how we act after
salvation, is called “discipleship”, and has nothing to do with the
salvation act itself.

TRY ON THIS IDEA: It doesn’t matter what you believe as long
as you are a good person, you will be accepted in Glory.

Oh really? Whose definition of “good” are we talking about? What if
you are “a good terrorist™?...shall we stick to the “it doesn’t matter
what you believe” nonsense?

Based on these simple truths of God’s love and gift of unearned
salvation, what is your response? Oh, you can complicate it, or
water it down, or qualify it by your own made-up criteria adding non-
existent “human structure” to God’s love, etc. etc. | say your ONLY
response should be to put Jesus Christ first in your life above all
things, above all family & spouse, above all agendas, above the
church, above yourself, ABOVE EVERYTHING!

Jesus is number one...in the case of this book, Jesus is four times
number one! One, One, One, One or 11:11 (is this all starting to
make sense to you?).
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WE CAN'T MAKE IT ON OUR OWN, WE WILL FALL SHORT

There is a great story in the Old Testament at the time of the
Judges, around 1200 B.C. about the judge Gideon who came after
the wonderful judge, Deborah. Gideon came from the weakest clan
in Manasseh and felt of little use; perfect pickings for God to use.

After arguing that there was no way that he [Gideon] was able to
save Israel from the Midianites; the Lord says “you can rescue Israel
because | am going to help you! Defeating the Midianites will be as
easy as beating up one man.” (Judges 6:16 LBCEV). The bad guys
had an extremely large army, there were so many it would be easier
to count the grains of sand on a beach than to count their camels
(Judges 7:12 LBCEV). Here comes Gideon with his measly army of
32,000, but God stops him and says he has too many soldiers; so
there is a process to reduce Gideon’s army and he reduces his troop
level down to 300. Now these are not “crack troops”, oh no...just
faithful followers...a “smart soldier”, relying on his military ability and
force, would say the effort was suicide and leave to regroup and
fight another day.

Gideon needed men of faith and not the best fighters that would rely
on their own ability. It was clear what God had in mind; no one
would ever assume Gideon was going to defeat all the eastern
nations with their mighty army so vast it could not counted, with 300
less than “crack troops”. So the stage is set.

You know, there is something you should keep in mind, God plus
one is always a majority! Gideon and his faithful 300 blow their
trumpets, break their jars, hold up their torches, and God delivers to
them a great victory! Is there any question who brought victory? Is
there any question who had a greatest power? No, and that’s the
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point of the story; this was God'’s victory and not man’s! So, let me
ask you this question: When “the bad guys” rise up against you, be
they men or cancer cells, do you think you can make it on your own?
| believe you will fall short without Jesus on your side.

Another way this can be illustrated is by the following example, not
of my invention, but from an unknown source. Out in Southern
California, there is an island off the coast called Catalina, twenty-six
miles from the pier at Newport Beach. | actually had relatives go
this island every year to vacation, a beautiful place that will call you
to it. Suppose that one day three men are standing on the end of
the pier.

One is an alcoholic, grubby, sick, living in the streets. The second is
the so-called “average American”, and the third is a fine, upstanding,
pillar-of-the-community type of person.

All of a sudden, the alcoholic leaps off the edge of the pier five feet
out into the water. The other two yell, “What are you trying to do?”
The man in the water yells back, “I'm jumping to Catalina!”

The second man, the so-called average man on the street, says,
“Watch me. | can do better than that!” He proceeds to jump, landing
ten feet out, twice as far as the alcoholic. The third man, let’s call
him Mr. Great, a very moral, upright, being the truly outstanding
person that he is, laughs disdainfully at the two men in the water.

He moves back about fifty yards, takes a running leap and lands
twenty feet out, twice as far as Mr. Average, and four times as far as
Mr. Alcoholic...a little short of the 26 mile goal.

The Coast Guard comes along, fishes them out of the water and
asks what do they think they are doing? To which all three reply,
“We are jumping to Catalina” Mr. Average boasts of his beating Mr.
Alcoholic, and Mr. Great boasts of his accomplishment in beating
both of them.

The Coast Guard officer could only shake his head and exclaim,
“You fools! You are all still twenty-six miles short of your mark.”
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Although modern man considers himself better than, or at least as
good as others, he is still far from the target God has set for us. Itis
impossible for anyone to jump from the pier to Catalina, and it is
impossible for anyone to reach heaven by his own deeds and apart
from Jesus Christ.

This comment is a mouth-full, and of course, it will be disputed by
anyone from any other religion except Christianity. The P.C. police
will say that this “Jesus is the only way” stance is a problem
because it is argumentative and inflexible, and that is what'’s the
matter with you Christians...you have no room for other opinions.
Can’t we all just get along; what makes you think you are correct?

Why would anyone want to water-down real Truth, just to get along
with others who are going down the wrong road? Jesus didn’t back
down from the religious leaders that disagreed with His Truth at the
time He walked this earth...of course they crucified Him for it, but we
disciples are called to do the same...pick up your cross and follow
Him.

Among the religious leaders who have attained a large following
throughout history, Jesus Christ is unique in the fact that He alone
claimed to be God in human flesh. A common misconception is that
some or many of the leaders of the world’s other religions made
similar claims, but this is simply not the case.

Buddha did not claim to be God; Moses never said that he was
Yahweh; Mohammed did not identify himself as Allah; and nowhere
will you find Zoroaster (a Persian prophet for which the Iranian
Religion “Zoroastrian” is named) claim to be Ahura Mazda (the
Persian God). Yet Jesus, the_carpenter from Nazareth, said that
those who had seen Him [Jesus] has also seen the Father (John
14:9).

Confucianism is a set of teachings; Confucius himself is not
important. Islam is the revelation of Allah, with Mohammed being the
prophet, and Buddhism emphasizes “the principles of the Buddha”
and not Buddha himself. This is especially true of Hinduism, where
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there is no historic founder at all. However, at the center of
Christianity is the person of Jesus Christ...the very person of Christ,
who created the Universe and walked this earth and defeated death
Himself by His resurrection. Jesus did not just claim to be teaching
mankind the truth; He claimed that He was the Truth (John 14:6).

With Christianity being the ONLY WAY to God, as | believe, and
realizing that no other religion is going to agree with that point of
view, this would lead a person to refute the common held belief that
all religions are ultimately the same, and that they all worship the
same God. | am certainly not knowledgeable enough to know if all
religions worship the same God or not. | would never be so arrogant
to assume | know this information, but I do know that for me, Jesus
is the only way, as the Bible so clearly states. Other religions can
deal with themselves and their relationships to God in their own way;
they certainly don’t need me to be involved.

On one business trip to Denver, | was returning back to Denver
International Airport in one of those blue vans. The driver was a
very nice Muslim man. Being very kind, he shared his faith with me
and was very direct and inflexible with respect to it's doctrine. |
actually found his discourse interesting and | learned directly what
his belief actually was; so often people make assumptions as to
what a different religion’s dogma is...I was getting Islam direct from
a caring Muslim...actually very interesting. | shared my faith, though
it was a little hard to get a word in edgewise; he certainly disagreed
with me about who Jesus was/is and about Jesus being the only
way. At the end of the van ride, standing beside the vehicle, he
removed my bag and we actually hugged each other in friendship.
While we shared our thoughts, neither one was changed in our
beliefs. There were no sharp hateful disagreements, as | see
among my liberal brethren. With this Muslim man, we experienced a
nice exchange and | felt Jesus would agree with the way | handled
myself...don’t bend as a reed in the wind but in all things, love. In
order to be calm and loving with those who disagree with you
requires your preparation. You have to know what it is you believe
in and be solid enough in that belief that there is no erosion of your
theology. When you feel erosion is when you feel attacked; then the
defense mechanisms set in and blood pressure goes up. This type
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of preparation will only come to you by you giving Jesus the
preeminence in your life; put Jesus first and you will be supported
like no other.

Okay, so I'll be supported...what else can | expect by putting Jesus
Christ first in my life? What will happen if | give Him the
preeminence in my life?
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WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF | DO PUT JESUS FIRST IN MY LIFE ?

When you think of Jesus, what are the qualities that come to mind?
He is pleasant, kind, loving, supportive, truthful, helpful, forgiving,
friendly, playful, sensitive, compassionate, intellectual, accurate, a
historian, a visionary, and He can cook fish on an open fire on a
sandy beach...it just doesn’t get any better than that! If you were
going to mimic anybody, wouldn’t you think it impossible to ever find
any one person that would have every one of these qualities and
more? Jesus is the very best person you could ever find; the only
perfect person to walk this earth!

So, what do you suppose the results would be should a person
choose to follow in the footsteps of such a man?

On a scale of 1 to 10 (10 being the highest possible, most complete
score), where do you rank on this scale in the matching up to the
qualities of Christ Jesus? Obviously, less than 10...right? Are you
up to five? | guess it is safe to say, we all fall short (see Part 5B
again); we all have room to improve our own qualities, and yet there
are people around who love you! Inspite of your shortcomings, you
are loved. You may be loved as a spouse or mate, a father or
mother, a son or daughter, a brother or sister, even if you are a
hermit with no interaction with other people, there is probably an
animal that loves you because you've been kind in some way. Yes,
if you look around you, shake off any self-pity, you will find someone
or something that loves you for who you are. But...didn’t we just
establish the fact that you come up short in the perfection column?

We see that inspite of our current less-than-perfect situation, we are
loved; and we also agree that we have room to have higher and
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greater personal qualities. So the point then is this: If you could
gain those higher and greater qualities by your relationship and
closeness to Christ Jesus, then how much more would you be
pleasant, kind, loving, supportive, truthful, helpful, forgiving, friendly,
playful, sensitive, and compassionate?

Do you suppose if you were more pleasant, kind, loving, supportive,
truthful, helpful, forgiving, friendly, playful, sensitive, and
compassionate, that you would become a better husband or wife, a
better brother or sister, a better son or daughter, or a better friend?
The answer has to be “yes”, you would be a better person.

So, we have established that you and | could use help to become
better people; and we have also established that a relationship with
Jesus would be the help we need. We have also established that if
we had even higher and better qualities, we would become better
people to which those around us would like and appreciate.
Therefore, it makes sense to follow Jesus and learn all we can from
Him. Christians call this “walking in the footsteps of Jesus”. We try
to “walk the walk”. This is what is behind the WWJD (what would
Jesus do) movement. If | can mimic perfection and though | fall
short, | will be better than | was before | tried to follow Jesus’
example.

Therefore, we see now that giving Jesus the preeminence in your
life, putting Jesus first in your life, making Jesus your example to
follow and mimic, and placing Jesus before all things will make you
a better person. Placing Jesus before your wife will make you a
better husband. Placing Jesus before your husband will make you a
better wife. Placing Jesus before your mother or father will make
you a better son or daughter. Placing Jesus before your brother or
sister will make you a better brother or sister. Placing Jesus before
yourself will make you a better disciple.

Having already said we need help and we fall short, there is another
benefit to putting Jesus first in your life, and that is this: we get a
helper. This “helper” is the Third Person in the Trinity, part of the
God Head...the Holy Spirit.
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You may be saying, Haven, | can’t do this; you don’t know me nor
my checkered past. | say forget your past! The world will tell you
that you cannot change the past; what's happened has happened. |
say the world is wrong! As a Christian you can give the past “new
meanings”; what was a burden on your heart can now be lifted and
forgiven. God will forgive and forget your sin if you ask Him to.
Listen, if you ever ask for forgiveness from God, then later bring up
your past again...God is going to tell you “what are you talking
about? What are you talking about? | don’t see this stuff you are
bringing up to Me.” And so, you do the same...forget your
past...give your past new meaning and glorify the One that made all
this possible!

| already told you that though you fall short of the whole goal, taking
a couple of steps forward is certainly better than standing still where
you are right now! We all carry excess baggage of our own making;
following Jesus will bring us rest from our heavy burdens, (Matt.
11:28 LBCEV). So stop with all the excuses; God knows that you
and | need a helper! Besides receiving help from those caring folks
around you, the Holy Spirit will always be there to help you, to carry
you, and to dust off your butt like a mammy, to send you along your
way. Go, run and play little Johnny, but remember where your home
is. Remember Jesus!

So you see, we have an example in Jesus Christ, and we have a
helper in the Holy Spirit, and now you have been exposed to good
things that will happen in your life if you will put Jesus first. Won't
you give Jesus the preeminence in your life? Make Jesus number
One in your life, number One in your world, number One in your
Universe, and number One in your heaven.... remember these four
“ones”...11:11...and listen for God’s wonderful voice.

Amen and Blessings to you!
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